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Understanding this topic is very necessary because it helps in actual life for various purposes. Just like we study about natural habitat and clouds and other scientific things, in the similar manner we study about the surface of the land. Some examples of topo maps of different countries and others are given below:Topographic Map - Germany(Image
will be Uploaded soon)Topographic Map - Russia(Image will be Uploaded soon)Topographic Map - Spain(Image will be Uploaded soon)Topographic Map - India(Image will be Uploaded soon)Topographic Map - Highways ( India )( Thematic Map )(Image will be Uploaded soon)Topographic Map - Forest ( Thematic map )(Image will be Uploaded
soon)Did You Know?If you know how to use a compass and a topographic map of any place which is unknown to you, you can be a good explorer even without a GPS. ConclusionThus, we know that maps play an important role because they can represent such a large-scale thing into a very small scale of paper. However, printed maps and their
legends can often guide us in ways on our travels that small screens cannot. For instance, looking at a larger map can give travelers an idea of what’s in the surrounding area, and not just on the direct route to the location. You'll be able to find accurate information such as the height of the mountains, various routes around there, the boundary of the
forest and any particular species found there, etc. The map legend often also has a scale to help the map reader gauge distances. Map legends historically have been fixed elements on a printed map, but interactive digital maps often include dynamic map legends.What’s on a Map Legend? The map legend is sometimes called the map key. Just like we
have sociologist, biologists to study and understand their respective subjects we have cartographers who solve the problem of representing the 3-D land surface by copying it on a flat piece of paper through the usage of contour lines which also has horizontal distances and vertical elevations which can be measured from a topographic map.Before we
go into details about a topographic map we need to understand the basic terms or the general information regarding the maps. These detailed maps of the geographic features are known as topographic maps. Maps based on specific themes are called thematic maps. These kinds of maps are generally created by the government agencies for the
administration of the country. Topographic Map DefinitionAs per Oxford reference, "Topographic Map is a map which indicates, to scale, the natural features of the Earth's surface, as well as human features, with features at the correct relationship to each other."According to the dictionary, "Topographic Map is a map showing topographic features,
usually using contour lines."Vegetation, Elevation and GlaciersThe variation of the leaves or contours of a reason are often shown as brown lines that connect points of equal elevation on a map. If you’re a meteorologist, you will consult weather maps and climate maps. A map legend shows colors, shapes, and symbols to define a certain characteristic
of the map. For glaciers and snow fields which are snow covered almost all year round can be outlined in white called as wide areas along the same contour lines.Uses of Topographic Map It can have several uses which are mentioned below:These maps can be used for any kind of geographic planning or architecture purposes.It can be used in
matters of Earth Science and Geography.It can be used in mining and other such purposes like the construction of ponds etc.It can be used for recreational purposes as well. In contrast lighter contour lines do not have such elevations but they can be determined by counting up or down from the nearest index contour line and by multiplying the
contour interval. The map and its legend can highlight not only the distance but also the complexity or ease of your trip using a public subway. For example, hiking or mountaineering, etc.It can be used to get any detailed description of any area or any geographical feature. These lines are marked with their elevations and a general target so that it
can represent its characteristic features evidently. On more specialized maps, the map legend will differ. This will help you to understand the importance of topo maps and will also help in studying Geography and Earth Science. These can be natural or artificial features of a particular place. Topographic maps and the studies conducted may also
include vegetation such as forests at each level of a mountain. These maps fulfill all your requirements. Not all contour lines are displayed in topographic maps but samples of them are used. They help us to organize information about any region or place of any feature. We have learned about topography definition geography, topographic map
definition structure examples and other related concepts in this article. There are various things such as map scale, vertical scale, and contour lines which will further help us understand the whole structure around topography and topographic maps.Now maps come in a variety of skills so when we talk about map scale it can cover areas ranging from
the entire earth to a Block of city or maybe less.Maps are different but all maps do have a horizontal scale but along with the horizontal scale topographic maps also have a vertical scale to allow the determination of a point in three-dimensional space.Contour lines pose a very important term when defining topographic maps contour lines are basically
used to determine elevations and can be evaluated as lines on a map that are produced from connecting points of equal elevation. Now this whole study has detailed characteristics and almost nine out of ten topographic maps show contour lines which can be called as lines of equal elevation. Usually, these features are displayed through maps. A
profile may be constructed quickly and accurately across any given state line but in order to do so we need to follow a procedure.Stream Gradient: The gradient of a stream or river is determined by measuring a section of a stream or river and dividing the distance (in miles) into the vertical difference (in feet) between the two points. Topographic
Map - IntroductionWhat is the meaning of topography? Here, in this article, we will be talking about these maps only. These are the lines that are made by connecting the same points of equal elevation. On a physical location map, you might find areas of lakes, rivers, and mountain ranges highlighted in the map legend for the type of map that’s being
used. A topographic profile can be defined as a cross-sectional view of a long line drawn through a portion of a topographic map. It can contain various things such a s mountains, valleys, rivers and other things that exist on this very planet on land. On a political map, you will find areas of influence pertaining to a political party or individual politician.
Early maps were first started getting made on tablets made from clay, and later onto parchment paper and finally to printed maps and book atlases. Today, there are many types of maps and their corresponding legends. You can find common foldable printed road maps and large road maps in bound atlas form. If you are holding a hiking map, you can
gauge the distance between your start and your turnaround loop using a printed map. MORE FROM REFERENCE.COM Whenever you search about something, let's say about the forest or any mountain on the search engines, you will also find some related maps there. Topography can be in the shape of the land surface and the map that we usually
see to understand the given area represents the land surface so basically the topographic map explains or represents the land surface. These can be called as tools used in geologic studies because they help us to configure the earth surface and read them and their characteristics properly. We will learn what is a topographic map or whole
topographic map definition structure examples and other related concepts which will help you to understand this topic. This value in highlighting spatial relationships is a key asset to a printed map legend. Types of Maps Legends There are many different types of maps, so the map legend varies according to the purpose of the map. Now if we deeply
go to understand topographic maps it can be defined as a two-dimensional representation of a portion of any three-dimensional surface on earth or of the earth. This structure can include the following aspects in the maps:CategoriesFeaturesReliefRegions of mountains, valleys, slopes, depressions as defined by contoursHydrographyWater bodies such
as lakes, rivers, streams, swamps, rapids, fallsVegetationForest, wooded areasTransportationRoads, trails, railways, bridges, airports/airfield, seaplane anchoragesCultureBuildings, urban development, Power, the transmission line, pipelines, towersBoundariesInternational, provincial/territorial, administrative, recreational,
geographicalToponymyNames of places, water feature names, landform names, boundary names Topographic Map ExampleThese maps can be of any country or any specific region or any topographic feature. When these features are given a graphical representation and explained through maps, they are simply called topographic maps. Topographic
Map MeaningThese are those maps that provide detailed, comprehensive, and accurate information of the graphical representation of any natural or artificial geographical feature that occurs on the surface of the Earth. Contour lines are used in topographic maps for providing detailed information. Pexels A map legend is a side table or box on a map
that shows the meaning of the symbols, shapes, and colors used on the map. For example, drainage, landforms, forests, communication or transportation routes, etc. It can be used to get detailed information on any man-made features as well.It can be used in civil engineering as well.It can be used by the government for planning or administrative
purposes or can be used by the private Industrial players as well. StructureThese maps have a very comprehensive and detailed structure of any feature that occurs on the surface of the Earth and this structure provides all the information about that particular feature with the help of contour lines and graphical representation. Using a Map Legend
Map legends are often found in a top or bottom of a map, with a color or symbol and a description for what these colors and symbols mean. Check your map area, and then consult the map key for a clearer definition of the part of the map you’re seeing. The map legend’s purpose is also to show relationships between certain things. Topographic maps
will enlighten you about different features and their elevation levels. Having a voice direct you in your car via your mobile device is an innovation few of us could live without today. You might be in a major metro area and consult the subway map, as an alternative to taking a bus or car. Different forests such as large and sparse vegetation can be
represented by dark shades of green and light green accordingly. Contour lines can be traced in any topographic map located below the scale and so does the contour interval.Now we already know that topographic maps represent a view of the landscape as we see it from above, so in order to perform or produce a detailed study of the landscape it is
very important to construct a topographic profile or a cross-sectional design through a particular interval. A map legend will show colors and shapes for the political influences, such as parties, that are dominant in a particular state or region. With these lines we can easily measure and show mountain heights, steep slopes and ocean depths in a flat
map. There are reference maps, political maps, population maps, gender maps, and more. Benefits of Printed Maps Printed maps have lost general usage during the past 20 years, due to the rise of satellite-aided GPS on mobile devices. Similarly larger and deeper bodies of water are outlined in darker shades of blue and the lighter shades of blue
indicate smaller lakes and ponds. For example, on a map of a large building or complex, doors, windows, exits, stairwells, fences, property boundaries, and more will be highlighted in the map legend. Types of Printed Maps Since the dawn of man, mapmakers and cartographers have created maps for guidance by travelers. Basically, it is a study of
all the geographical features that present on the surface of the Earth. Here, in this article, we have covered topo maps. These maps will show the location and will also explain the detailed features of that forest or mountain region. On physical geographic area maps, the shapes and symbols likely show the location for towns and cities, rivers and
lakes, government buildings, county borders, and highways.
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